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Department of Labor

Overturns
Local 2038 Executive Board Election

In a letter to Acting President Michael DaVaney dated September 3, 2009, and forwarded to Kensey [Webmaster of Steel] Alsman and International Longshoremen’s Association President Richard P. [Rich Man] Hughes, the Chicago District Director of the Federal Department of Labor announced the nullification of the March 12, 2009 Executive Board election of ILA Local 2038 here in Portage, Indiana.
Director Mary J. Kebisek stated in her letter that Local 2038 agreed to “. . . conduct new nominations, a new election, and installation for the offices of president, secretary treasurer and business agent on or before December 17, 2009, under the supervision of the Secretary of Labor and in accordance with Title IV of the Labor Management Reporting and Disclosure Act of 1959 (LMRDA).”


Director Kebisek further stated “. . . legal proceedings will not be initiated at this time, but the right of the Secretary to initiate such proceedings is reserved until January 19, 2010.” She also said “A member of my staff will be contacting you in the near future to schedule a pre-election conference to discuss the necessary rules and work out arrangements for the supervised election.” “Any dispute arising during the course of the supervised election as to the legality or practicability of any election procedure shall be decided by the representative of the Secretary of Labor.”
This decision was in response to a “protest of election” filed by nine members of Local 2038 after they had been turned away from the Local’s polls on March 12 because their status as “members in good standing” was not a sufficient credential to allow them to vote for the three offices. To be allowed to vote you also had to be an elected Division Officer. This meant that only about 42 out of about 600 Local 2038 members were considered eligible to vote.  The DOL deemed this illegal under LMRDA regulations.

All documents relating to the “Protest of Election” can be found at www.steelbarrelnews.com.

Have a Happy and Safe Labor Day
Attend Your Union Meetings
www.steelbarrelnews.com
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